
House Bill 5 Graduation Plans 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Which endorsement should my child pick if neither endorsement 

seems to fit with his/her career choice?  
The best recommendation would be to check with the college of choice. Investigate 

what they require for admittance into the college and what courses a student might take 

while perusing their career choice. Take classes that would satisfy these requirements first. 

Many college requirements can be satisfied under the HB5 Graduation Plan.  

Another recommendation would be to take a Multidisciplinary Endorsement.  

2. Can I chose more than one endorsement?  
Yes, students can choose more than one endorsement.  

3. Once we have picked an endorsement, can we change our 

minds?  
Yes. Students can change their minds up until Senior year. Each time an endorsement is 

changed, parents will be notified and it will be changed in your records. Sometimes it 

takes a few years to decide what you want to do. However, it is advised not to change 

your endorsement during your Senior year, you may not have time to complete the 

required electives.  

4. Can I take courses not in my endorsement pathway?  
Yes. In fact, Riesel High School encourages students to pursue all interests. Students can 

earn a possible 32 credits in high school. The Foundation + Endorsement diploma is only 

26 credits. There are six additional credits that can be taken/earned during the four years 

at Riesel High School.  

5. The pathways for each endorsement list a certain order. Do I 

have to take my endorsement electives in that order?  
No and Yes. The pathways are a guide that Riesel High School has designed. It is ideal 

that students follow these paths. However, a student can take them in any order so long 

as the prerequisites are meet. Also, the final course must be the advanced class or 

“capstone” course.   



6. My child is taking Algebra 1 and next year should take 

Geometry; the new course catalog says Geometry is for 10-12 

graders. Can my child still take Geometry even if he/she is in 9th 

Grade?  
Yes, students can still take Geometry if they are in 9th grade. The course catalog gives the 

recommended grades for each course per Texas Education Agency (TEA). TEA and Riesel 

High School understand that should a student choose to take a high school course their 

8th grade year that they will be eligible for the subsequent course before the 

recommended grade. This concept works with math and Spanish classes.   

 

 


